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Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A  

Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on 

longlines on the sub-tidal foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co 

Galway.  

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to 

grant the licence sought. In making his determination the Minister considered those matters which 

by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other relevant legislation, he was required to 

have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance with 

the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister’s 

determination to grant the licence sought: -  

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;  

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project; 

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;  

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;  

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area;  

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;  

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 

Assessment has been carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing 

Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the Department's website) outlines how aquaculture 

activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so as not to significantly and 

adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC;  

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing 

consultation process are addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion 

Statement;  

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at 

this site is consistent with the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;  

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be 

adversely impacted;  

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental 

protection required under EU and National law." 
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Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Submission AGR 01469-22: Recommendation to grant an Aquaculture Licence 
for 1 site T09/524A

Final comment

approved by Minister

Action required

Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Action required

Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Ministerial Determination on Aquaculture Licensing Application T09/524A

Executive summary

The Minister ’s determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway. The application is for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares 

on the foreshore in Cleggan, Co. Galway.

It is recommended that the Minister determines that the Aquaculture Licence  be granted to Mr. O ’ Malley for the reasons outlined 

in the 'Detailed Information' section below. 

Detailed information

DECISION SOUGHT

The Minister's determination is requested in relation to an application for an Aquaculture Licence from Mr. Conor O’ Malley, 

Cleggan, Co. Galway, for a site in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway.

The application is for the cultivation of mussels using longlines on site T09/524A, totalling 6.58 hectares on the foreshore in 

Cleggan, Co. Galway.

Note: Tabs attached to this submission may contain additional information which is subject to redaction if transmitted to third 

parties.

BACKGROUND

Marine aquaculture operations require separate Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences.

The Aquaculture Licence defines the activity that is permitted on a particular site and the Foreshore Licence allows for the activity 

permitted under the Aquaculture Licence to take place in that particular area of the Foreshore. The validity of each licence is 

contingent on the other licence remaining in force. 

Section 82 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 requires the Minister in considering a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Act 

to have regard to the decision of the licensing authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.  

TO: Minister AUTHOR: Nyhan, Jennifer

STATUS: Completed OWNER: Nyhan, Jennifer

PURPOSE: Approval REVIEWERS: Nyhan, Jennifer

McLoughlin, PatrickM

Waldron, Ultan

Beamish, Cecil

Smith, Ann

DIVISION: Aquaculture and Foreshore Management 

Division

DECISION BY:

82.—The Minister, in considering an application for a lease or a licence under the Foreshore Acts, 1933 and 1992, which is sought in 

connection with the carrying on of aquaculture pursuant to an aquaculture licence, shall have regard to any decision of the licensing 

authority in relation to the aquaculture licence.

Therefore, the Foreshore Licence submission will be forwarded for consideration once the Licensing Authority/ALAB have made a 

decision. 

APPLICATION FOR AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE

An application (TAB A) for an Aquaculture Licence has been received from the applicant referred to above (in conjunction with an 

application for a Foreshore Licence), for the cultivation of blue mussels using longlines in relation to a 6.58 hectare site on the 

foreshore in Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway (numbered T09/524A   – see TAB A).

LEGISLATION

Section 7 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 provides that the licensing authority (i.e. Minister, delegated officer or, on appeal, 

the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board) may, if satisfied that it is in the public interest to do so, licence a person to engage in 

aquaculture.

Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive provides that “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management 

of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon ... shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site’s conservation objectives ... the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned ...”

CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC COMMENT 

The application was sent to the Department’s technical experts, statutory consultees and was also publicly advertised in a composite 

public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements.  

Technical Consultation - TAB B

Marine Engineering Division (MED): 

MED have no objection to the licensing of this site. 

This new site is located in the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway. The site is sheltered from the North by Cleggan Head and is 

within 1 km of Cleggan Pier to the south. Cleggan Pier services the island of Inishbofin. There is an existing licenced aquaculture site 

directly to the west of this application.

MED stated that the operator proposes to access the site using a boat from Cleggan Pier to the south.

The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels (mytilus edulis) using 9 No. x 100m longlines on a site 6.58 Ha in size. It is expected 

to produce 90 Tonnes of mussels from the site. 

The MED report of 18 January 2022 on this application highlighted concerns regarding the density of structures and the available 

depth at the site for the structures proposed in the original application drawings. A revised farm site layout plan and details of 

structures was submitted to MED on 21 October 2022. The proposed aquaculture site has been configured to maintain the seaward 

limit in line with existing licenced aquaculture in Cleggan Bay. The applicant now proposes to use 3 blocks of 3 No. x 100m longlines 

at a spacing of 30m with droppers ranging from 4 to 6m depending on available depth across the site. 

The density of the longlines and the spacing of the lines has been revised for this application and are now acceptable. The length of 
the droppers has been modified to cater for the varying depth across the site .

This site will affect navigation in Cleggan Bay. As there is a licenced aquaculture site adjacent to this proposed one it may be 

appropriate to develop a Special Uniform Marking Scheme (SUMS) for this location if this site is licenced to allow for co-ordinated 

marking of the aquaculture activity in the bay. The proposed navigational marking scheme should be approved by CIL.

The MED report notes the Galway County Development Plan 2015-2021 indicates there are scenic routes surrounding Cleggan Bay. 

The views of this site are limited from scenic routes. The types of structures adhere to the best practices outlined in the Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of Marine Aquaculture, 2001. 

If licensed, the licence conditions will specify the orientation of the structures on the site to minimise the visual impact. The Wild 

Atlantic Way runs along the N59 from Letterfrack through Cleggan Village, this site cannot be viewed from this route.

There has been licensed aquaculture activity in Cleggan Bay in recent years. In addition to the ferry route to Inishbofin, there is 

tourism, fishing and marine leisure in the area. Aquaculture operations should not interfere with these amenities.

Statutory Consultation – TAB C

Regulation 10 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 requires certain statutory bodies to be notified of an 

Aquaculture Licence application. 

Comments were received from the following statutory bodies:

Marine Survey Office (MSO):

MSO has no objection from a safety and navigation viewpoint to this application.

However, it is advised that Mooring Blocks for the proposed site should be marked in accordance with Special Unified Marking 

Scheme for that area.

MSO advised that in order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the applicant is required to inform the British 

Admiralty Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, of the location and nature of the site.  

The applicant is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.

It is also proposed to insert a specific condition covering MSO matters in any licence which may issue as follows: 

“The Minister’s determination in respect of this licence is conditional upon immediate full compliance by the Licensee in respect of all 

requirements and conditions which are imposed under the relevant legal provisions applicable to the Marine Survey Office.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA):

SFPA have no objection to this application. 

However, they did raise concerns in relation to sewage in the area but is of the view that the site is far enough away to this 
application.

Commissioner of Irish Lights (CIL): 

CIL have no objection to this application provided no navigable inter-tidal channels are impeded by the site. 

If a licence is granted all structures must be clearly marked as required by Regulations and Licensing Permit conditions and to the 

approval of the Nautical Surveyor with the Marine Survey Office.  

CIL request that the following are included in the licence: 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish Lights for the aids to navigation required by the 
Marine Survey Office. 

The size and specification of aids to navigation should be of the design and specification approved by the Marine Survey Office and 
must be agreed in advance with the Commissioners of Irish Lights.

It is recommended that local fishing and leisure interests be consulted prior to a decision being made.

CIL also state that if a licence is granted, the UK Hydrographic Office at Taunton must be informed of the development's 

geographical position in order to update nautical charts and other nautical publications.

Marine Institute (MI):

The MI stated that considering the location, nature and scale of the proposed aquaculture activity, and in deference to our remit 
under the Marine Institute Act, and the considerations implicit to Sections 61(e and f) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 they 
are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine environment and that the quality status of the area will not be 
adversely impacted.

No chemicals or hazardous substances will be used during the production process.

This is an application for an aquaculture licence for the production of mussels (M. edulius ) using longlines at Site T09/524A in 
Cleggan Bay, Co. Galway

The MI also noted that Site T09/524A is located within a designated Natura 2000 site (West Connacht Coast SAC).  As concluded in 

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and the Licensing Authority’s Natura Conclusion Statement, the Marine Institute is of 
the view that significant impacts on conservation features for this SAC and any other adjacent Natura sites are not likely to occur. 

Site T09/524A is not located in any Shellfish Growing Water or Bivavalve Mollusc Production Area. 

In order to assess and manage the potential risk of the introduction of invasive non-native species, the MI recommends that the 

initial source of seed which may be used at any point in the future should be approved by the Minister. This approval should be a 

specific condition of any licence that may issue.

Notwithstanding the recommendation outlined above, and in the event that an Aquaculture Licence is granted, the movement of 

stock and structures in and out of the site should follow best practice guidelines as they relate to the risk of introduction of invasive 

non-native species (e.g. Invasive Species Ireland). Prior to the commencement of operations at this site, the applicant is required to 

draw up a Contingency Plan, for the approval of DAFM, which shall identify methods for the removal from the environment of any 

invasive non-native species introduced as a result of operations at this site. If such an event occurs, the Contingency Plan shall be 

implemented immediately.

A Fish Health Authorisation as required under Council Directive 2006/88/EC must be in place prior to the commencement of the 

aquaculture activities proposed.

These issues can be dealt with by way of licence conditions to this effect. 

An Taisce:  

No observations were received.

Irish Water: 

No observations were received

Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH): 

No observations were received.

BIM:

No observations were received.  

Fáilte Ireland:

No observations were received.

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI):

No observations were received.

Galway County Council:

No observations were received.

Údarás na Gaeltachta:

No observations were received.

Aquaculture Licence conditions required on foot of the Statutory Consultation process will be contained in Schedules 3 and 4 of the 

Draft Aquaculture Licence, if granted.

Public Consultation 

The application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering both aquaculture and foreshore elements in the 

‘Connacht Tribune ’  on 18 March 2022. The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Clifden 

Garda Station for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice in the newspaper.

There were no submissions received from the public consultation process.

A copy of all the observations/submissions received at the Public/Statutory consultation stage was forwarded to the applicant.

The applicant did not respond to the Statutory comments.

CRITERIA IN MAKING LICENSING DECISIONS 

The Licensing Authority, in considering an application, is required by statute to take account of, as appropriate, of the following 

points and also be satisfied that it is in the public interest to license a person to engage in aquaculture: 

(a) The suitability of the place or waters

Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable for the cultivation of mussels (M. edulis ), using longlines. 

(b) other beneficial uses of the waters concerned 

Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project.
Aquaculture appropriately licensed can co-exist with leisure activities. 

(c) the particular statutory status of the waters

(i) Natura 2000

The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC. An Article 6 Appropriate Assessment has been carried out in relation to 

aquaculture activities in this SAC. This Assessment and its findings were examined by the Department and its scientific/technical 

advisors. This led to the Licensing Authority (i.e. the Minister) producing a Conclusion Statement (TAB D) outlining how it is proposed 

to licence and manage aquaculture activities in the above Natura site in compliance with the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. 

(ii) Shellfish Waters

The proposed site is not located within the Cleggan Bay Shellfish Designated Waters. 

(d) the likely effects on the economy of the area

Aquaculture has the potential to provide a range of benefits to the local community such as attraction of investment capital, 

development of support services etc. 

 (e) the likely ecological effects on wild fisheries, natural habitats, flora and fauna

No significant issues arose regarding wild fisheries. The potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities on natural habitats, 

flora and fauna are addressed in the Appropriate Assessment reports for the West Connacht Coast SAC and in the Licensing 

Authority ’s Conclusion Statement (which are available on the Department's website).

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage had no objection on nature conservation grounds.

(f) The effect on the environment generally

The Department’ s Scientific Advisors the Marine Institute, are of the view that there will be no significant impacts on the marine 

environment and that the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted.

(g) DHLGH raised no objection to the development from an underwater archaeological perspective.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Minister: 

approves  the granting of an Aquaculture Licence (TAB E)  to Conor O’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway for a period of ten (10) years for 

the purpose of cultivating blue mussels using longlines in accordance with the terms and conditions of the attached draft 

Aquaculture Licence

REASONS FOR DECISION

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine is required to give public notice of both the licensing determination and the 

reasons for it. To accommodate this, it is proposed to publish the following on the Department's website, subject to the Minister 

approving the above recommendation:

"Determination of Aquaculture Licensing application –T09/524A

Conor O ’ Malley, Cleggan, Co. Galway has applied for authorisation to cultivate blue mussels on longlines on the sub-tidal 

foreshore on a 6.58 hectare site on the north shore of Cleggan Bay, Co Galway. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is in the public interest to grant the licence sought. In 

making his determination the Minister considered those matters which by virtue of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, and other 

relevant legislation, he was required to have regard. Such matters include any submissions and observations received in accordance 

with the statutory provisions. The following are the reasons and considerations for the Minister ’s determination to grant the licence 

sought: -

a. Scientific advice is to the effect that the waters are suitable;

b. Public access to recreational and other activities can be accommodated by this project;

c. The proposed development should have a positive effect on the economy of the local area;

d. All issues raised during Public and Statutory consultation phase;

e. There are no effects anticipated on the man-made environment heritage of value in the area; 

f. No significant effects arise regarding wild fisheries;

g. The site is located within the West Connacht Coast SAC Special Area of Conservation. An Article 6 Assessment has been 

carried out in relation to aquaculture activities in the SAC. The Licensing Authority's Conclusion Statement (available on the 

Department's website) outlines how aquaculture activities in this SAC, including this site, are being licensed and managed so 

as not to significantly and adversely affect the integrity of the West Connacht Coast SAC; 

h. Scientific observations related to the Appropriate Assessment received during the licensing consultation process are 

addressed in the Licensing Authority's Appropriate Assessment Conclusion Statement;

i. Taking account of the recommendations of the Appropriate Assessment the aquaculture activity at this site is consistent with 

the Conservation Objectives for the SAC;

j. No significant impacts on the marine environment and the quality status of the area will not be adversely impacted;

k. The updated Aquaculture licence contains terms and conditions which reflect the environmental protection required under EU 

and National law."

Related submissions

There are no related submissions.
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Appropriate Assessment Screening Conclusion Statement by the Licensing 
Authority for aquaculture activities in the West Connacht Coast Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) (Natura 2000 Site code: 002998) 
 
 

1.1 This Conclusion Statement outlines how it is proposed to licence and manage 

aquaculture activities in the West Connacht Coast Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) (Natura 2000 Site code: 002998) in compliance with the 

EU Habitats Directive.   

1.2 Aquaculture in this Natura site will, if approved, be licensed in accordance 

with the standard licence terms and conditions as set out in the aquaculture 

licence templates i. The licences will also incorporate specific conditions to 

accommodate Natura requirements, as appropriate. 

1.3 A Screening Report for the Appropriate Assessment of aquaculture in the West 

Connacht SAC has been carried out by the Marine Institute on behalf of the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine ii. This Report considered the 

likelihood of significant impacts from aquaculture activities on the SAC, and 

the other proximate SAC and Special Protection Area (SPA) sites. 

1.4 The information upon which the Screening Report for the Appropriate 

Assessment of aquaculture is based is the definitive list of existing licences 

and applications for aquaculture available at the time of assessment. This 

information was provided by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine. 

1.5 The aim of the report was to determine whether or not aquaculture activities 

at the existing and proposed sites within the West Connacht SAC are 

consistent with the Conservation Objectives set for the Qualifying Interests of 

the SAC or if such activities will lead to deterioration in the attributes of the 

Qualifying Interests for which the site is designated over time due to the scale, 

frequency and intensity of the activities.  

1.6 The report specifically considered if the suspended aquaculture operations 

(mussel or macro-algal culture) are likely to significantly impact on the 

conservation features of the West Connacht Coast SAC and adjacent Natura 

2000 sites. 

 

2. West Connacht Coast Special Area of Conservation 

2.1 The West Connacht Coast SAC consists of two large bodies of marine waters 

off the coasts of Mayo and Galway. The site is a Special Area of Conservation 

selected for the Annex II species, the Bottle-nosed Dolphin (Tursiops 

truncatus) [Natura 2000 Code: 1349].  
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3. Description of the Aquaculture Activities 

3.1 There are five existing licensed sites and one new application within the West 

Connacht Coast SAC: 

T10/058A – finfish – licensed; 

T09/143A – finfish - licensed;  

T09/132A – finfish - licensed;  

T09/434A – longline seaweed- licensed, renewal application; 

T09/492A – longline mussels - licensed;  

T09/524A – longline mussels - application 

 

3.2 There were three aquaculture licences for suspended aquaculture operations 

to be assessed within the report, comprising of two applications and one 

existing licence. One application is for renewal of licence at site T09/434A for 

macro-algal culture and one is an application for a new licence for the culture 

of mussels at site T09/524A. These applications are considered cumulatively 

with the existing licensed site for the culture of mussels T09/492A.  

3.3 The overall footprint of specified suspended aquaculture operations is small 

(i.e., approx. 30ha) and represents a very small proportion of the Dolphin 

habitat in the SAC (i.e., 0.05%) 

3.4 In addition, the locations of the structures are relatively close to the 

shorelines, and as such they do not present a barrier to movement of this 

species. Furthermore and based upon scientific studies, the structures are 

such that echolocating species, such as dolphin, can easily avoid the 

structures/sites (Watson-Capps and Mann, 2005 iii; Heinrich, 2006 iv; Ribeiro et 

al., 2007v) and therefore, avoid any risk of entanglement.  

 

3.5 It is also noted that there are no energy sources (e.g., light, noise etc.)  likely 

to result from activities at the sites that pose a risk to dolphin s. 

 

4. Appropriate Assessment Screening of the SAC  

4.1 A screening assessment is an initial evaluation of the possible impacts that 

such aquaculture activities may have on the qualifying interests.  

 

4.2 The Annex II Qualifying Interest species for which the SAC is designated Annex 

II Species - Marine Mammals, Tursiops truncatus (Bottlenose Dolphin). 
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4.3  Within this large SAC (circa 65,000ha), it is estimated, on the basis of surveys 

conducted during the summers of 2013 and 2014, that there are between 140-

296 dolphins resident in the SAC. 

 

 

5. Screening of Adjacent Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) for ex-situ Effects 

5.1  A total of 12 SACs are located within 15km of the proposed aquaculture 
sites at West Connacht Coast SAC. The sites are: 

• Aughrusbeg Machair and Lake SAC  

• Barnahallia Lough SAC  

• Omey Island Machair SAC  

• Inishbofin and Inishshark SAC  

• Kingstown Bay SAC  

• Tully Mountain SAC  

• Rusheenduff Lough SAC  

• Tully Lough SAC  

• Slyne Head Peninsula SAC  

• The Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC  

• Connemara Bog Complex SAC  

• Slyne Head Islands SAC  

 

5.2 The characteristic features of the above SAC sites were identified and a 
screening was carried out on the likely interaction of the Conservation 
features with specified aquaculture activities within West Connacht Coast 
SAC.  

 

6 Screening of Adjacent Special Protection Areas (SPA) for ex-situ Effects 

6.1 A total of 5 SPAs are located within 15km of the proposed aquaculture sites 
at West Connacht Coast SAC. The sites are: 

1. Inishbofin, Omey Island and Turbot Island SPA  

2. High Island, Inishshark and Davillaun SPA  

3. Cruagh Island SPA  

4. Illaunnanoon SPA  

5. Connemara Bog Complex SPA  

The characteristic Species of Conservation Interests (SCIs) of the above SPA 
sites were identified and a preliminary screening was carried out on the likely 
interaction with aquaculture activities within the West Connacht Coast SAC. 
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7 Findings and Recommendations of the Article 6 (3) Appropriate Assessment of 
Aquaculture  

7.1 The screening assessment investigates the potential for suspended 

aquaculture activities to have significant effects on the conservation 

interests of the West Connacht Coast SAC and adjacent Natura sites within 

the Natura 2000 network. 

 

7.2 The screening assessment has determined, in light of  best available scientific 

data, that there is no potential for significant effects of proposed or existing 

suspended aquaculture activities (i.e., mussel and macro-algal culture) on 

the following Qualifying Interests of Site 002998: 

• Tursiops truncatus (Common Bottlenose Dolphin) [1349] 

 

7.3 The likelihood of significant ex-situ effects on Qualifying Interests of adjacent 

SAC and SPA sites have also been excluded (screened out).  

8 Summary of Management Actions that are being implemented for aquaculture 

activities in Cleggan Bay 

The following measures are being taken in relation to licensing suspended 

aquaculture operations in Cleggan Bay: 

• To manage the risk of introduction of alien species to the Qualifying 

Interest habitats and associated constituent community types, all stock 

movement in the bay should strictly adhere to relevant legislation and 

follow best practice guidelines. 

• The source of seed and any changes to the source of seed are to be 

approved by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in 

advance. 

• A licence condition requiring all movement of stock in and out of the 

West Connacht SAC should adhere to relevant fish health legislation 

and follow best practice guidelines (e.g.   

http://invasivespeciesireland.com/cops/aquaculture/  ) will apply to 

mitigate the risk of introduction of alien species into the SAC as a result 

of aquaculture activities. 

 

• All aquaculture licences are subject to standard licence conditions, 

which cover, amongst other things, any further actions that might be 

required in the event of deterioration of conservation status of 

species/habitats at site level that is directly attributable to aquaculture 

operations. 

 

http://invasivespeciesireland.com/cops/aquaculture/
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9 Conclusion 

The Licensing Authority is satisfied that, given the conclusions of the Appropriate 

Assessment Screening process, and subject to other licensing considerations, a 

decision can be taken in favour of licensing existing and proposed suspended 

aquaculture operations in the West Connacht SAC. 

 

A full Appropriate Assessment was not deemed necessary as the proposed 

licensing of suspended aquaculture operations in the West Connacht SAC is not 

likely to have any significant effects on the qualifying interests of the SAC, or other 

proximate Natura 2000 sites as there is no direct impact (spatial overlap) or likely 

interactions with the conservation features of these sites.   

 

July 2022 
 

i Aquaculture Licence Templates https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-
management/ 
ii Screening Report for West Connacht Coast SAC  
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-management/#appropriate-assessments-
carried-out 
iii Watson-Capps JJ, Mann J (2005) The effects of aquaculture on bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops sp.) ranging in 
Shark Bay, Western Australia. Biological Conservation 124: 519 –526. 
 
iv Heinrich, S. (2006) Ecology of Chilean dolphins and Peale’s dolphins at Isla Chiloe, southern Chile (PhD 
dissertation). University of St Andrews, 239 p.  
 
v Ribeiro S, Viddi FA, Cordeiro JL, Freitas TRO (2007) Fine-scale habitat selection of Chilean dolphins 
(Cephalorhynchus eutropia): interactions wit h aquaculture activities in southern Chiloe Island, Chile. Journal 
of the Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom 87: 119 –128. 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-management/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-management/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-management/#appropriate-assessments-carried-out
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/fcd20-aquaculture-foreshore-management/#appropriate-assessments-carried-out
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